
Nixzmary Brown died in 

Brooklyn, NY  on January 

12, 2006, at the age of 7 

due to repeated torture, 

beating, abuse and malnu-

trition at  the hands of her 

step -father and mother. 

Nixzmary was the fourth 

child to die in 2 months 

while in the custody of 

parents who had been in-

vestigated by NYC Admini-

stration for Children's 

Services. Were we doing 

these children a service?  

On Valentineõs Day , Thurs-

day February 12th , 20098 

from 6:00 ð6:30 PM In 

Support of Children held 

its 4th Annual Vigil to 

Honor Nixzmary Brown and 

the over 1,000 children 

who suffer and die annu-

ally at the hands of those 

who should care for them . 

Over 150 students, fac-

ulty, staff and community 

members attended this 

yearõs  vigil in the Webb 

Center on the ODU cam-

pus.  Dr. Karen Polonko, Dr. 

Katharine Kersey, Betty 

Wade Coyle, Rabbi Law-

rence Forman, and Dr. 

Lucien Lombardo  provided 

inspirational words. Ebony 

Impact  Gospel Choir and 

Resi and Justice Paige 

provided songs of remem-

brance and inspiration. IN 

Support of Children mem-

bers read names of chil-

dren who died as w result 

of abuse since our last 

Vigil and  provided mes-

sages from their hearts 

and a call to action on be-

half of children.   
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PLANS BEING MADE FOR òSPANK OUT DAYó in APRIL 

April is child abuse preven-

tion month and IN SUP-

PORT OF CHILDREN is 

planning a  program to 

raise awareness of  the 

problem of corporal pun-

ishment of children, its 

negative effects and alter-

natives to spanking chil-

dren.  

What is Spank Out Day?  

Spank Out Day was started 

in 1998 and is sponsored by 

EPOCH (END CORPORAL 

PUNISHMENT OF CHIL-

DRENñUSA). Over the 

years it has grown into an 

international day giving 

widespread attention to 

the need to end corporal 

punishment of children. In 

April ISOC will join with 

other organizations and 

individuals around the 

world to commend parents 

who use non-violent disci-

pline, to educate parents 

and other caretakers of 

children about the  

effects of corporal punish-

ment and alternatives.  

This event reflects ISOCõs 

commitment to its motto:  

Itõs NEVER ok to HIT A 

CHILD.  

Watch for more informa-

tion about this event.  

Nixzmary Brown  

ODU Students Light Roses to send 

a column of light to children who 

have died from abuse and to 

honor their lives.  

Justice joins his mother 

Resi Paige in singing of 

òAmazing Graceó.  

Year  Number of 

US Child 

Maltreatment 

Fatalities 1 

US Causali-

ties in Iraq 2 

2002  1,470   

2003  1,430  486  

2004  1,510  849  

2005  1,460  846  

2006  1,530  822  

1.  Administration for Children 

and Families: http://

www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/

cb/pubs/cm06/table4_2.htm  

2.  Iraq Causality Count: 

http://icasualties.org/Iraq/

index.aspx  

A Startling Comparison  

 http://www.wavy.com/dpp/news/local_wavy_child_abuse_ODU_20090212  

http://www.wavy.com/dpp/news/local_wavy_child_abuse_ODU_20090212
http://www.wavy.com/dpp/news/local_wavy_child_abuse_ODU_20090212


Campaign To Support US Ratification of UN Convention on the Rights of 

the Child  

Wed.March 18,7:15 PM KDH 224  

ñSpanking and How It 

Affects Children 

Worldwideó  

Dr.Murray Straus  

Co- Director of the 

Family Research Laboratory, 

University of New Hampshire. 

World - renown for his research on 

the effects of corporal punish-

ment on children. Author of nu-

merous over 200 articles and 

numerous books including: Beating 
the Devil Out of Them: Corporal  

Punishment In American Families  

Up- Coming  ISOC Speakers  

Wed. February 25 7:30 PM KDH 224  

òòPerspectives and 

Strategies to Avoid 
Corporal Punishment 
of Childrenó 

                                                                                                                                         

Dr. Bryan Post, 
founder of the Post 

Institute for Family Centered Therapy 

has spoken to community wide audiences 

at ODU on three different occasions. Dr. 

Post focuses on the role of fear in par-

ent ðchild relationships. Dr. Post provides 

specific strategies for non -violent par-

enting.               

The UN Convention on the 

Rights of Children has been 

ratified by 193 countries. Only 

the US and Somalia have not 

done so. On February 16, 1995, 

Madeleine Albright, acting as 

the U.S. Delegate to the UN, 

signed the CRC on behalf of 

President Clinton and the United 

States. However, the Convention 

has not been considered by the 

Senate Foreign Relations Com-

mittee. Ratification would en-

hance U.S. efforts to promote 

human rights and solidify our 

commitment to the worldõs chil-

dren.  

The Campaign for U.S. Ratifica-

tion of the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (CRC) is a 

volunteer -driven network of 

academics, attorneys, child and 

human rights advocates, educa-

tors, members of religious and 

faith -based communities, physi-

cians, representatives from non -

governmental organizations, 

students, and other concerned 

citizens who seek to bring about 

U.S. ratification and implemen-

tation of the CRC .  

The Campaign seeks to educate 

the public  and legislators about 

the benefits of the CRC to chil-

dren and parents as well as he 

long term health of American 

society.  

 

The Campaihn is holding a Na-

tional Symposium on the CRC 

June 1-2 in Washington, D.C.  

 

For information see the Cam-

paignõs Website: http://

childrightscampaign.org/

crcindex.php?

sNav=index_snav.php&sDat=inde

x_dat.php  
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Poem Read by Aja Richardson at 

2009 Vigil  

FOR EVERY CHILD  

For every child who cries at night  
Alone with shame and fright  

For every child who wants so much  
To only feel a gentle touch  

For the beaten child, who cries in 
pain 

Whose tears run silent, like the 
rain  

For the child used to satisfy lust  
Who never learns to love or trust  
For the child taken from her/his 

home 
And made to feel so all alone  

For the child whose home is just a 
shell  

Where life becomes a living hell  
For the child who smiles but cannot 

feel  
Because of scars too deep to heal  

For every child who yearns for love  
I hope and pray to God above  

To hear your cries and heal your 
pain 

And give you back your life again  

 

Author Unknown 

Wed. April 15, Time and Room TBA  

òHow childhood experiences affect 

adult healthó 

Dr. Robert Anda,  

Senior Research Fellow, 

Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention and Co -

Principal Investigator for the Adverse Child-

hood Experiences (ACE) Study visited ODU in 

2007. Dr> Anda presented research docu-

menting the impact of childhood experiences 

on the health experiences of adults.  ACE 

study research shows the importance of 

childhood and how exposure to childhood 

traumas increases the risk of disease 

and behaviors that put health in jeop-

ardy..  

In Support of Children ñODU 

Student group dedicated to 

educating the campus and 

Hampton Roads communities 

about the impacts of corporal 

punishment and child abuse 

on the lives of children and 

the adults they become.  

Founded in 1992 by Karen 

Polonko, Professor of Sociol-

ogy and Criminal Justice, 

along with students in her 

Child Welfare class. ISOC 

advocates for an end to all 

forms of child maltreatment, 

especially physical punish-

ment of children, and the 

promotion of positive parent-

ing techniques   

SEE:  http://al.odu.edu/

sociology/isoc/

index.shtml  

TO JOIN ISOC or support 

its work e - mail 

Lucien Lombardo: 

llombard@odu.edu  

 

NEW REPORT ON PHUSICAL PUNISHMENT IN US : End Physical Punish-

ment of Children ñUSA (EPOCH-USA) in cooperation with Phoenix Childrenõs Hospital 

recently published a òReport on Physical Punishment in the United States: What Re-

search Tells us about its Effects on Childrenó.  Synthesizing 100 years of social science 

research and hundreds of studies, the report authored by Elizabeth Gershoff, Associ-

ate  Professor of social Work at the University of Michigan . Created for parents and 

professionals and policy makers, the report concludes that there is little  evidence that 

physical punishment improves children's behavior in the long -term. In fact, it makes it 

more likely that children will be defiant and aggressive in the future. Physical punish-

ment is also linked to anti -social and risky behavior including violence and mental health 

problems. The full report may be found at: http:// www.phoenixchildrens.com/discipline  

See  ISOCõs Parenting from the Heart booklet for Positive Alternatives:  

 http://al.odu.edu/sociology/isoc/pdfs/ISOCParentingHeart2008.pdf  

 


