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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
[Model United Nations I

POLS 320 (CRN#13396), Stephen Magu

Fall 2009, MW 3:00-4:15pm, BAL 3058 Office: BAL 2002
Prerequisite: POLS 100 - Intro to Int’l Politics Office Hours: MTWR (12:00-
Office Contact: 757-683- 5936 2:30pm), and by appt

smagu@odu.edu

COURSE OVERVIEW:

International Organizations (I10’s) play a role in the world contemporary world order. The exact
nature and role of I0’s is the ongoing subject of scholarly inquiry and extensive debate. One of
the most enduring, structured and all-encompassing international organizations (and its
predecessor), is the United Nations. This course introduces students to an in depth study of the
role of the United Nations in the debate on International Organizations. We study the UN’s
precursor, the League of Nations, leading to the UN’s formation, structure, agencies and partner
organizations and contemporary issues in ordering the chaos of international politics.

This course is divided into three parts. The first is substantive and analytical and is designed to
provide an overview of the history, structure and operations, and functions of the United
Nations, as well as the political, economic, and social issues currently before it. The second
consists of a seminar at the United Nations Headquarters in New York and a one day simulation
during the ODU UN Day. Attendance to these two events is mandatory. This part introduces the
students to the day-to-day workings of the UN, and prefaces the discussions on the organs of
the UN. Students will be required to familiarize themselves with writing a brief on the foreign
policy positions of at least one country as well as support the annual ODUMUN High School
Conference in February 2010.

The third part is a series of discussions on the interactions of the United States/United Nations
and the shaping of Foreign Policy based on national interests. An important part of US/UN
relations concerns reforming the UN. In addition, the future of the UN in the face of changing
international political dynamics will be discussed. Other international organizations will be
briefly studied. Students will be expected to familiarize themselves with the positions of the US
regarding the UN / International Organizations, the opportunities and constraints.

The course is designed as a continuous learning process, and the highlighted parts, which run
concurrently, are only guidelines for student expectations. Further, students are strongly
encouraged to participate in the Model United Nations society at ODU.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

By the end of this course, students should be able to do the following:

1. Analyze and discuss the historical and contemporary roles of the United Nations.

2. Understand the structure and functions of the UN’s principles organs.

3. Describe the UN’s main functions concerning peace and security, economic and social
development, human rights, the environment, and international law.
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4., Conduct research, both traditional and web based, on the UN, the Model UN and other
International Organizations working in concert with the UN

5. Research and describe the history, geography, culture and politics of the country selected
including authentically replicating the foreign policy positions of that country.

REQUIRED READINGS:

e Karen Mingst, and Margaret Karns. The United Nations in the 215t Century. Westview Press
2007.

e Internet/Blackboard Readings as indicated in the Course Outline.

OTHER READINGS:

e Ramesh Thakur, The United Nations, Peace and Security. New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2006 (some chapters)

e Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations: The Politics and
Processes of Global Governance. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2004. (some
chapters)

e Linda Fasulo. An Insider’s Guide to the UN, 2 Ed. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press,
2009

RECOMMENDED READINGS
e Lawrence Ziring, Robert E. Riggs, Jack Plano, The United Nations: international organization
and world politics. Belmont, CA : Thomson Wadsworth, c2005

e Jean E. Krasno, Ed. The United Nations: confronting the challenges of a global society Boulder,

Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2004.
e Courtney B. Smith. Politics and Process at the United Nations: The Global Dance. Lynne
Rienner Publishers, 2006.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

e Students MUST attend UN Seminar, New York City: October 4-6, 2009. Please discuss any

issues regarding attendance of the Seminar with the instructor in good time.
e Students MUST attend the ODU (M)UN Day: Friday, October 23, 2009

UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES:

e Students are required to use their official university email address for correspondence
about assignment submission, grades and academic standing.

e Students with disabilities and special needs should discuss these with the instructor at the
start of the term.

e This course conforms to all university policies concerning class conduct, disabilities,
harassment and the student honor code. If in doubt about any aspect of university rules of
services, please review the ODU university catalogue.

e Plagiarism and academic misconduct are not tolerated. Class policies follow the
student honor code and procedures found in the university catalogue.

e Student evaluations provide important feedback and are essential for evaluating teaching
effectiveness. Please complete the online course evaluation when prompted at the end of
the semester.
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CLASSROOM AND OTHER COURSE INFORMATION:

e (lass participation is a vital part of this course. Students are expected to complete the
assigned readings before class, and to participate in discussion on a regular basis.

e All components below must be completed in order to pass this course, even if lateness
would render them zeroes.

e The instructor holds expectations that students will attend all class meetings. Chronic
absenteeism will lead to lowering of a student’s grade. Conducting UN Business, after all,
would be perhaps impossible if diplomats were chronically absent.

e Cell phones, Blackberries, iPods, etc. are to be silenced. If it is capable of making noise, shut
it off. Do not answer phone calls during class.

e Use of personal computers will not be allowed during class.

ASSESSMENTS, EXAMINATIONS AND GRADES
Detailed instructions for each assignment can be found in the accompanying “Guide to

Assignments” which will is available for download via the Blackboard portal.

GRADING: Late assignments will lose 10 percentage points per day

e Country Brief 5%

e Position Paper 20%
e C(lass Presentation on a scholarly article 10%
e (lass Participation: UN Weekly 10%
e Discussion questions, attendance 5%

e Midterm Exam: October 12, 2009 20%
e Final Exam: December 12, 2009, 3:45-6:45pm 30%

For precise instructions on each of the assignments, please see below. Instructions for the
Country Brief, Position Paper and the Class Presentation on a Scholarly article are available on
blackboard.

CONTEMPORARY UN

Each week (as shown in the syllabus), each student will be required to send in an electronic
article that deals with issues that the UN is currently undertaking in any part of the world as
reported in the mainstream media. Examples would include USA Today, New York Times, the
Washington Post, BBC, Financial Times, the Wall Street Journal or other reputable news/e-
print. [ would stay away from publications like “The Onion”. Issues range from disaster relief,
UN Peace Keeping Mission, UN Security Council deliberations or other events in which the UN is
involved. A sample article will be provided via blackboard and/or email on the first day of class.
The instructor will select an article from the submissions, and will email these to the students’
University-provided email address. Students will familiarize themselves with the issues in the
selected article and discuss them during the Monday class. UN Weekly articles (in form of
electronic links) will be due every Friday by 10:00 p.m. and count towards a student’s
participation grade.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: Whenever discussion questions are assigned, students will write
questions dealing with assigned readings. These questions should address some substantive
issue of the author’s argument, and are not designed to answer questions students have about
the readings (e.g. For what three reasons does the author say that the Security Council plays a
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vital role in international politics?) Questions are due by the beginning of class via blackboard,
and students will be called upon to provide their questions in class discussions. Please see the
“Discussion Questions” bulletin for more information.

UN SEMINAR: The initial classes in this course will familiarize students with the history,
structure and role of the UN and its predecessors. Class attendance for these discussions is
especially important to give students a good foundation for the UN Seminar in New York
between 4th and 6t October 2009, and the ODU UN Day on 23rd October, 2009. The Instructor
and the Society Director, Professor Aaron Karp, reserve the right to exclude students from the
seminar for disciplinary reasons.

FINAL EXAMINATION

In lieu of a final, in-class examination, a take-home examination will be administered. This will
constitute a 5-10 page paper on a topic chosen from among the questions provided by the
instructor. Students will have 48 hours to write and submit the final examination. The content
of the examination will not require external research; rather, students will be required to draw
on classroom discussions, assigned readings, UN seminar, UN Weekly topics and overall
classroom interactions to answer the questions.

Strong preference for electronic submission of the examination is noted: however, at the end of
the 48-hour period, all final exam papers submitted in the instructor’s office will be collected.
Any clarifications and/or modifications to this schedule will be discussed by the instructor in
class.

In your final examination and any other papers submitted to the instructor, you must
include the following language:

“I affirm that this is my final paper. It is not a working draft or a work in progress”.

Remember to sign and date any papers submitted physically. A university-originating email will
serve as a signature for electronically submitted assignments.

LATE WORK

The Instructor will accept late submissions, but a five-point penalty for each day the
assignment is late will be applied. If a student has good reason to believe their work will be late,
prior consultation with the instructor to avoid the late penalty is encouraged in order to give
sufficient time for submission. Such extensions will only be given at the instructor’s discretion,
and only in dire circumstances.

EXPLANATION OF GRADES: Grades will be assigned as follows:

Grade Points

A 90-100

B 89-80

C 79-70

D 60-69

F Below 60

ONLINE RESEARCH / INFORMATION RESOURCES (some suggestions):
e (Old Dominion Model United Nations website: http://www.al.odu.edu/mun/



http://www.al.odu.edu/mun/
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e ODU Library Political Science and Law Databases:

http://www.lib.odu.edu/resources/databases/PSandL/index.htm

United Nations News Center: http://www.un.org/news/

American Model United Nations portal: http://www.amun.org/index.php?page=home

Foreign Policy Association: http://fpa.org

CIA World Fact book: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-

factbook/index.html

e BBC News Country Profiles: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2 /hi/country_profiles/default.stm (just
select your country for a list of pertinent news items and a brief profile)

e Learn about the United Nations http://www.amun.org/uploads/resource/learn_un.pdf



http://www.lib.odu.edu/resources/databases/PSandL/index.htm
http://www.un.org/news/
http://www.amun.org/index.php?page=home
http://fpa.org/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://www.amun.org/uploads/resource/learn_un.pdf
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Wk | DATE TOPIC READING ASSIGNMENT
1 31-Aug : Course Introduction and Overview None None
2-Sep | Basic Theory: What is the UN? UN Charter, Mingst Ch. 1, Waltz Contemporary UN*
2 | 7-Sep  Labor Day: No Meeting No reading None
9-Sep | History: League of Nations; Country = Mingst Ch. 1, Keohane Contemporary UN
Assignments [Guest attends]
3 | 14-Sep | Structure of the United Nations | Mingst Ch. 2, Peterson Discussion Questions
16-Sep . Structure of the United Nations |l Mingst Ch. 2, Fasulo Ch. 3, Tharoor Contemporary UN
4 | 21-Sep | Actors in the UN/International Mingst Ch. 3, Claude, Cusimano-Love, | Country Brief Due
System Fasulo Ch. 8
23-Sep | Peace and Security:r ol e o f| Mingst Ch. 4 Contemporary UN
5 | 28-Sep Peacekeeping & its challenges, its Mingst, 93-127; Fasulo, Ch. 9; Discussion Questions
future Russett and Sutterlin
30-Sep | Economic Development Mingst Ch. 5, UN MDGs; Herbert Contemporary UN
Gans (The uses of poverty)
6 | 5-Oct  UN Seminar (New York, 4-6 Oct) No reading None (Please revisit the
Structure of the UN)
7-Oct . UN Seminar Debriefing No Reading None
7 12-Oct | Midterm Exam (in class) No reading None
14-Oct | Fall Break: No Meeting No reading None
8 | 19-Oct | Economic Development - Review Mingst p158-160, MDGs Discussion Questions
Position Paper Due
21-Oct = Human Rights Mingst Ch. 6 Discussion Questions
9 | (23)Oct = *UN Day (Friday class) No reading Contemporary UN
28-Oct | Human Security Mingst Ch. 7 Discussion Questions
10 ' 2-Nov | Social and Technical Cooperation Mingst Ch. 8 None
4-Nov  Day off & work on issue brief None None
11 : 9-Nov | International Organizations Readings available on Blackboard Contemporary UN
11-Nov | International Organizations Readings available on Blackboard None
12 | 16-Nov | The US and the UN Blackboard Readings Contemporary UN
18-Nov | The US and the UN/Rising Powers Blackboard Readings; Issue brief due
13 i 23-Nov | Class Presentations None None
25-Nov | Thanksgiving Holiday: No Meeting : No reading None
14 { 30-Nov i Reforming the United Nations Discussion Questions
2-Dec | Class Presentations No Reading Contemporary UN
15 7-Dec | The Future of the UN Mingst Ch. 8 None
9-Dec | Examination / Final Review No Reading
16  14-Dec : Final Exam (3:45-6:45pm)

*UN Day: in lieu of Wednesday class, students attend (ODU/MUN) UN Day
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Other Important University Dates (from the University Calendar)

AUGUST

28 Summer Graduation Date (N0 ceremony

29 Fall classes begin (Saturday)
Deadline to apply for in-state tuition rates for Fall 2009 classes

31 FALL TUITION DEADLINE (Monday)

SEPTEMBER

4 Last day to DROP a course with no grade assigned (Session 1 and 2 classes)
(Friday)
Last day to DROP and receive full tuition refund (Session 1 and 2 classes (Friday)

5 Beginning of period to withdraw with grade "W" assighed for Session 1 and 2
classes (no instructor signature requir@djurday)

7 Labor Day Holiday (no classes) (Monday)

8 Last day to register or ADD classes (Session 1 and 2 classes) (Tuesday)
Last day to designate a course for audit or pass/fail credit or exercise any other
grade option (Tuesday)

11 Last day to withdraw and receive one-half tuition refund or credit (Friday)

OCTOBER

2 Last day to withdraw from Session 2 classes without instructor's signature (grade "W"
assigned) (Friday)

13-Oct Fall Holiday (no classes) (Saturday-Tuesday)

21 Session 2 classes end (Thursday)

22 Session 3 classes begin (Friday)

NOVEMBER

10 Last day to withdraw from session 1 classes without instructor's signature (grade "W"
assigned) (Tuesday)

16-20 Spring 2010 pre-registration (electronic time ticket required) (Monday-Friday)

21 Spring 2010 open registration begins (no time ticket required) (Saturday)

24 Last day to withdraw from Session 3 classes without instructor's signature (grade "W"
assigned) (Tuesday)

25-29 Thanksgiving Holiday (no classes) (Wednesday-Sunday)

30 Deadline to apply for May 2009 graduation (Monday)

DECEMBER

11 Classes end (Friday)

12 Exams begin (Saturday)

18 Exams end (Friday)

19 Fall Commencement (Saturday)




