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Who do we Advise?

• We advise all teacher candidates who 
plan to pursue a teaching career in 
one of the following areas:
– Early Childhood Education– Early Childhood Education
– Special Education 
– Elementary Education



Why am I an
Interdisciplinary Studies major?

Effective elementary school teachers 
must have competencies in a wide 
range of subject areas which 
include:
– English literature and composition;
– social sciences, including geography, 

history, government, and economics;
– natural sciences, including biology, 

geology, and physics;
– mathematics and statistics; and
– the fine and performing arts



Why am I an
Interdisciplinary Studies major?

• In addition, effective teachers 
must understand human 
development and educational 
methods, and they must have methods, and they must have 
practical -and supervised -
experience working with children 
at different grade levels. 



So as you can see our program draws 
from a number of different disciplines 

from different colleges at ODU

College of
Arts & Letters

Darden
College

of Education

College of
Business &

Public
Administration

College of
Sciences

Interdisciplinary
Studies
Teacher

Preparation



Our Program

• Our program is a “4+1 program” where you will earn your 
bachelor’s in Interdisciplinary Studies-Teacher 
Preparation from the College of Arts & Letters

• Only the PK-6 track is available via distance learning 
(TELETECHNET)(TELETECHNET)

• You will NOT be licensed to teach after completing the 
bachelor’s degree at ODU

• You will then go on to get a fifth year Master of Science 
in Education degree where you will student teach and 
complete our state approved program



Our Program

• The master’s degree is strongly 
recommended

• You do not have to get the master’s • You do not have to get the master’s 
degree to be licensed to teach – there are 
other options (see below)

• The Darden College of Education does 
offer a state-approved licensure only 
program that you can complete part-time



Benefits to Completing Our Entire 
State Approved Program

• A vast majority of states will require a college 
verification form stating you have completed a 
state approved preparation program that 
included student teaching

• If you get licensed in Virginia, and then have to 
move out of state, a majority of states will accept 
your licensure from Virginia based on 
established reciprocity agreements



How do I get licensed?

• First you get your BS from our program
• Then you go on to complete the graduate 

master’s licensure program or the 
Teaching Licensure Only program in the Teaching Licensure Only program in the 
Darden College of Education

• Towards the middle point of our 
undergraduate program, you will be 
applying to Teacher Education Services 
(TES) in the Darden College of Education



What is TES?
• TES provides, facilitates, promotes and upholds the 

standards of ODU to grant undergraduate and graduate 
degrees with a teacher education emphasis; it is
essentially the licensure gatekeeper of the University

• They will help you out with getting your teaching license

• Students with less than 60 hours must be admitted to 
TES before you earn 60 credit hours

• If you are transferring to ODU with 60 or more credit 
hours, you must be admitted to TES before completing 
the second semester of our program



Our Program

• There are three tracks in our program:
– Early Childhood Education (PK-3)
– Elementary Education (PK-6)*
– Special Education

• The matrix on the following slides explain the 
availability of each of these tracks as which 
catalog you may choose if you are a transfer 
student from a VCCS institution

*Available via distance learning/TELETECHNET



Program
Matrix

2002-2004 
Catalog

(expires Summer 2010)

2004-2006 
Catalog

(expires Summer 2012)

2006-2008 
Catalog

(expires Summer 2014)

2008-2009 
Catalog

(expires Summer 2015)

Minimum Grade 
Requirement for all 
courses in program

(all tracks)
C- C C C

Overall and 
Major GPA 

requirement
2.75 2.8 2.8 2.8

PK-3 Includes a Includes a 
Available AvailablePK-3

Track

Includes a 
Special 

Education Minor

Includes a 
Special 

Education Minor

Available Available

PK-6
Track

Available Available Available Available

Special 
Education

Track

Not Offered Not Offered Available Available



What if I’m a Transfer Student with a transfer-orie nted 
associate degree from a Virginia Community College ?

Which catalog do I choose?

• The matrix below will help you answer that question

2002-2004 
Catalog

(expires Summer 2010)

2004-2006 
Catalog

(expires Summer 2012)

2006-2008 
Catalog

(expires Summer 2014)

2008-2009 
Catalog

(expires Summer 2015)

Eligible if you 
started your 

associate prior 
to Fall 2004 and 

it is awarded
before you 

complete your 
bachelor’s.

Eligible if you 
started your 

associate prior 
to Fall 2006 and 

it is awarded
before you 

complete your 
bachelor’s.

Eligible if you 
started your 

associate prior 
to Fall 2008

and it is 
awarded 

before you 
complete your 

bachelor’s.

Eligible if you 
started your 

associate prior 
to Fall 2009 and 

it is awarded
before you 

complete your 
bachelor’s.



The PRAXIS I RequirementThe PRAXIS I Requirement

• Praxis I is the Pre-Professional Skills Test 
measuring basic skills in reading, writing, and 
mathematics.

• Qualifying scores are currently required by the 
Virginia Department of Education for admission Virginia Department of Education for admission 
into an approved university teacher education 
program and therefore required for admission to 
TES.
– Qualifying Scores are:

• Reading 178, Math 178, Writing 176
• Or a composite score of 532
• Or qualifying ACT and SAT scores



Making an AppointmentMaking an Appointment
• To make an 

appointment
– Schedule early!

• We would like to unblock 
you before it’s time to 
register

– You MUST be advised – You MUST be advised 
every October and 
March

• Please come prepared
– Bring your curriculum 

sheet and your list of 
selected courses for the 
upcoming semester



Academic AdvisingAcademic Advising
• To make an appointment

– Please call 757-683-4044 
to make an appointment

– or e-mail 
sxharris@odu.edu with 
“Advising Appointment” in 
the subject linethe subject line

– Distance Learning 
students should contact 
their site director for 
advising



Questions?

I’m a returning student who has been trying for years to get my 
degree.  I’ve been attending school off and on, and I’m now ready 
to try to finish this degree.  Will my previous courses still count?

You are more than welcome to join our program again  and 
finish your degree.  Keep in mind that courses take n years 
ago (e.g., 10 years ago) may no longer apply to the  program 
because state regulations constantly change.  Howev er, credit 
earned from “old” courses will be evaluated on a case -by-
case basis.  We will make every effort to help you.



Questions?
I’m a transfer student who took courses at my previous institution 
in education.  Why are they not accepted or applied to this 
program?  Can I appeal the decision?

Our curriculum is governed by the Virginia Departme nt of 
Education to meet certain mandated competencies.  I n terms 
of the larger picture, it is not so much the course s, but the 
competencies that are required in our program.

You may certainly appeal the transfer education cre dits.  To 
do so we would need the following items:

•Official description of the course in question (cou ld be 
from the catalog);
•A copy of the course syllabus (highly preferred);
•A copy of the course textbook (highly preferred).

Submit these items to the director or the chief dep artmental 
advisor of the IDS-TP program.  We will then submit  them to 
the chair of the appropriate department for review and 
approval.
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