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Weekly Bulletin for GPIS  

Volume 3, Issue 10 November 7, 2008 

Upcoming Deadlines: 
¶ Nov. 14, 2008: Orientation for PhD Comp Exam 
¶ Nov. 14, 2008: Dept. of State Critical Language Scholarship Application 
¶ Nov. 14, 2008: Pre-Doctoral Applications for Ford Foundation Fellowship 
¶ Nov. 14, 2008: MA Comp Exams Held 
¶ Nov. 15, 2008: Papers for Democracy and Democratization Conference 
¶ Nov. 17, 2008: Application Individual Advanced Research Opportunity Fellowship 

Summary of Events:  
 
GSIS Outing: Norfolk Admirals 
Hockey Game, Saturday November 
8, 2008 at 7:15 PM. Contact Mike 
Marin.  

 
CMC Global Etiquette Dinner, Mon-
day November 10, 2008 at 4:30 
PM, Webb Center.  
 
ñTransnational Networks and Vul-
nerability Interdependence: The 

Case of Intermodal Shippingò by 
Dr. Earnest Thursday November 
12, 2008 at 2:00 PM in 7009 BAL.  
 
ñCoffee with a Professorò, Simon 
Serfaty Thursday November 13, 

2008 at 2:00 PM Bookstore Star-
bucks.  
 
MA Comprehensive Exams, Friday 
November 14, 2008 at 9:00 AM in 
BAL 2027.  
 
Senior Scholar Lecture by Dr. Ser-
faty on Tuesday November 18, 
2008 at 4:00 PM in Chandler Re-
cital Hall.  

GPIS/CRGS News  

 

Notice: Academic Advising  

Academic holds are automatically placed 
on student records. These holds prevent 

registration for Spring semester and can 
be removed by your advisor. 
 

Faculty Research Presentation  
On Wednesday November 12, 2008 at 
2:00 PM in 7009 BAL, Dr. David Earnest 
will present òTransnational Networks and 

Vulnerability Interdependence: the Case of 
Intermodal Shipping.ó This very interesting 
topic will be of interest to all students, 

especially those interested in modeling. 
 

Diversity Institute at Old Dominion 
The Diversity Institute at Old Dominion 
University is designed to enhance aware-
ness, commitment, knowledge, and skills 

that our needed to develop leaders as 
change agents in a culturally diverse 
world.  Students attend weekly cultural 
learning modules that focuses on òismsó.   

 
The Institute is a great opportunity for any 
student but is especially helpful to have on 

a CV for those considering teaching. To 
apply for the Diversity Institute at ODU 

visit: www.studentaffairs.odu.edu/divein . 

http://www.studentaffairs.odu.edu/divein
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GPIS/CRGS News, cont.  

 
Invitation to 7th Graduate Research Conference 

 
Dear Friends of GPIS, 

 
I am pleased to invite you to the 7th Graduate Research 
Conference at Old Dominion University in Norfolk. The 

conference is hosted by the Graduate Society for Interna-
tional Studies & the Graduate Program in International 
Studies and will convene February 20th 2009. It is open to 

all disciplines and we strive to accommodate all quality 
submissions. 
 

I am sure you agree that events of this kind are essential to 
preparing graduate students for a competitive global career 
environment. Presentations of research allow students to 

hone their skills as well as constructively critique the work 
of their peers. As in the past, we have cash prizes for the 
best three papers and make a commitment to publication 

in our peer reviewed student journal International Topics. 
 
Please alert your peers to this exciting professional oppor-
tunity and share this announcement with your colleagues in 

other disciplines. The conference website is http://
al.odu.edu/crgs/conference/index.shtml and specific details 
about this opportunity follow in the òAnnouncementsó 

section of this bulletin. 
 
Any questions, comments, or concerns can be directed to 

Kimberly Van Dyke (KVandyke@odu.edu) 
 
Sincerely, 

Dr. Regina Karp 
Director 
International Studies Programs 

 

 
"The Audacity of Renewal: A Changed US Role in a 

Changed World" 
 

The College of Arts and 
Letters Senior Scholar Lec-
ture will be presented by 

Simon Serfaty, professor 
and eminent scholar, in 
Chandler Recital Hall, 
Diehn Fine and Performing 

Arts Center.  
 
The lecture will take place 

on Tuesday November 18, 
2008. A reception will take 
place from 3:30 - 4:00 PM 

with lecture to follow from 4:00 - 5:00 PM.  
 

Comprehensive Exam and Graduation Reminders 
MA Comprehensive Exams 
 Comp Exams - Nov. 14, 2008 in  2027 BAL at 9 AM  
 
PhD Comprehensive Exams 

Exam Orientation - Nov. 14, 2008 at 4 PM in 7009 BAL 
Comp Exams - Jan. 9 & 12, 2008 in 2027 BAL at 9 AM 

To register for the PhD Comp Exams, please complete the 

following form (Form 15):  
www.odu.edu/ao/affairs/graduatestudies/kgradform15.pdf  

 

Please also remember that all GPIS students must fulfill 
their foreign language requirement before they can gradu-
ate. For more information on the foreign language require-

ment please refer to the October 17th issue of the bulletin. 

http://al.odu.edu/crgs/conference/index.shtml
http://al.odu.edu/crgs/conference/index.shtml
mailto:KVandyke@odu.edu
http://www.odu.edu/ao/affairs/graduatestudies/kgradform15.pdf
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GPIS/CRGS News, cont.  
 

Study Abroad for Foreign Language Requirement 
As we all know, GPIS requires students to fulfill a foreign 
language requirement. What you may not know is that 

study abroad programs can be an excellent way to work 
on proficiency in a second language.  Students usually earn 
up to 6 transfer credits in the target language for an inten-

sive language summer program. 
 
These courses are usually offered at the 300 level and they 

require proficiency at the 202 level to qualify. A student 
who has taken classes to the 202 level, or who can test out 
of a language at the 202 level, may enroll in these courses. 

Courses are offered in French, German, and Spanish. 
 

 
 
It is imperative that any student interested in this option 
consult their program advisors as there MAY be a  

possibility of getting the course approved at the 500 level 
in GPIS. 
 

More information regarding Intensive Language Summer 
Programs can be found at the following website:  
http://www.odu.edu/ao/oip/studyabroad/short_progs/

shorttermaffiliated.shtml 
 
Specific questions about Foreign Language Study Abroad, 
or any of the other Study Abroad Programs available to 

ODU students can be addressed to Steve Bell at 
(sdbell@odu.edu). GPIS specific program questions are 
always welcomed by Dr. Huizar (ahuizar@odu.edu). 

GSIS Updates  
 

Coffee with a Professor 
The òSocietyó will start offering a series of informal opportunities for students and professors to connect 
outside the classroom setting, on a more personal level. The first òCoffee with a Professoró will feature 

Professor Simon Serfaty on Thursday November 13, 2008 at 2:00 PM at the Bookstore Starbucks.  
 

Outing to Norfolk Admirals Game 
GSIS would like to invite all students, faculty, and their families to a Norfolk Admirals Game on Saturday, 
November 8, 2008. at 7:15 PM. If you are interested in attending, please meet at the Box Office 
(Brambleton Street) at 6:45 that we can purchase our tickets together. If you have questions, please con-
tact Mike Marin (mmari011@odu.edu) 

 

Call for Student Involvement 

GSIS will soon have officer positions available for Spring Semester, please look of an email about elections. There are also 

positions available in committees and the Student Government Associationõs House of Representatives. The SGAõs 
House meets every first Tuesday at 4:30 PM. We are forming committees for Social Activities, Academic Activities, and 
Fundraising. Each committee will meet occasionally at a time and place of the committeeõs convenience. Both committee 

members and representatives to SGA will be providing valuable service to all of GPIS; it is also an experience you can add 
to your resume/CV. 
 

Please contact John Applebaugh jappleba@odu.edu if you have an interest in a titled position within GSIS or have ques-
tions about student involvement. 

mailto:sdbell@odu.edu
mailto:ahuizar@odu.edu
mailto:mmari@odu.edu
mailto:jappleba@odu.edu
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GPIS/CRGS News, cont.  
 

Changes in Optional Practical Training Employment 

(for International Students) 

 

Immigration has recently divided the optional practical 
training employment (OPT) for our international students 
into three categories, pre-completion OPT, post-

completion OPT and STEM OPT (for science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics degree holders only).  A new 
aspect to regular optional practical training called STEM 
was created.  Students on F-1 visas who are on OPT and 

have completed their most recent degree in a STEM field 
can apply to extend their OPT for an additional 17 
months.  

 
PRE-COMPLETION OPT 
Students who do this type of OPT are not eligible to do 

STEM OPT the end of the 12 months of regular (or stan-
dard) OPT. Pre-completion OPT is authorized before the 
end of the studentõs program end date.  Students may 

work up to 20 hours per week while school is in session 
and full-time during vacations as long as you are eligible to 
register during the next semester.  Again, they are not 

eligible for the STEM OPT extension. 
 
POST-COMPLETION OPT 

Most students will be using this type of OPT.  This is the 
OPT done after graduation.  Students may apply up to 120 
days before the expiration on their I-20 (Certificate of Eli-

gibility) and the within the 60 days after the last day of ex-
ams in studentsõ final semester.  It is important that stu-
dents complete thesis, dissertation and/or project the same 

semester they apply for post-completion OPT.  If not, they 
will be considered on pre-completion OPT and will not 
have the option to apply for STEM.  The forms used to 
request information from GPDõs/Chief Departmental Advi-

sors now asks that you provide a confirmed date of 
graduation for your students. 

 
 
STEM OPT 
To qualify for STEM OPT, students must meet all of the 

following requirements. No exceptions can be made.   
 
- Must be on regular/standard post-completion OPT. 

- Must submit the diploma or a transcript indicating that 
their degree has been awarded.       

- Must be working for an e-Verify employer for at least 20 

hours per week.  
- Must submit the application to ISSS 120 days in advance 
of your current OPT's expiration. 

- Must have a passport valid for at least six months into the 

future. 
- May not have more than 120 days of unemployment on 
the standard OPT. 

 
The new regulations also require that students be in con-
stant contact (every six months) with ISSS so records can 

be updated on their employment, address, etc.  For stu-
dents on STEM, their total OPT period will be 29 months.  
Any student with more than 10 days of unemployment 

must submit that information to ISSS and it will be counted 
toward the unemployment period for standard OPT or 
STEM.  This may affect students from requesting a transfer 

to another school, beginning a new program at ODU or 
changing their visa status to H-1B, etc.  
 

Further questions regarding these changes can be directed 
to Robbin S. Fulmore, the Director of International Stu-
dent and Scholar Services. (rfulmore@odu.edu). 

mailto:rfulmore@odu.edu
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Around Campus  
 

Works in Progress 
Join the Communication and Theatre Arts as scholars 
from across the Arts & Letters community come to-

gether to discuss research and creative works in pro-
gress.  
 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008 
òResearching Womenõs Perspectives and Perspectives of 
Women on National and International Frontsó 

Fran Hassencahl, Associate Professor of Communication 
Jennifer Fish, Associate Professor and Chair of Womenõs 
Studies 

 
All sessions are scheduled from 12:20 ð 1:20 p.m. in BAL 
3062.  No reservations required. These are brown-bag 

lunch get-togethers, with some refreshments provided.  
 

Global Etiquette Dinner from CMC 
On Monday November 10, 2008, CMC will be hosting a 

Global Etiquette Dinner from 4:30 - 7:00 PM in the 
Hampton Newport News Room of Webb Center.  
  

This is an exciting learning experience and an opportunity 
for your students learn how to make a great first impres-
sion. Students will also have time to network with partici-

pating employers who may be recruiting for their organi-
zation.  
  

There is a nominal $5 fee per participant that must be 
paid in advance at the front desk of the Main Career Cen-
ter, 2202 Webb Center.  

 
 

Looking for money to study abroad?  
Learn about scholarships and fellowships for study abroad 
on Tuesday, November 18 from 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM in 

Dragas Hall 2134. 
  
Boren Awards provide a unique funding opportunity for 

U.S. students to study world regions critical to U.S. inter-
ests. Boren Fellows (graduate students) are awarded up to 
$30,000 for two academic years. 

  
The Fulbright program, is the largest U.S. international 
exchange program offering opportunities for students, 

scholars, and professionals. 
  
To learn more about these and other International Educa-

tion scholarship opportunities, see www.odu.edu/ao/oip/
studyabroad/resources/funding.shtml. 
 

$tart $mart: Workshop on Salary Negotiation 

Female students early who have not started interviewing 
for jobs, or who are very early in the interview process, 
are invited to attend a workshop sponsored by The 

Womenõs Center. The workshop features Evelyn Murphy, 
President of The WAGE Project, Inc., a national organiza-
tion to end wage discrimination against working women. 

This workshop specifically teaches a student how to 
benchmark a job she wants after graduation and how to 
negotiate her best salary for that job. Come prepared for 

a highly interactive and engaging experience.  
 
The workshop will be held in the Isle of Wight Room at 

the Webb Center on Wednesday, November 12, 2008 
from 4:00 ð 6:30pm. Space is limited so please pre-register 
by Tuesday, November 11th at 12:00pm by emailing The 
Womenõs Center (womenctr@odu.edu). Further informa-

tion can be found at: http://studentservices.odu.edu/wc  

https://webmail.odu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=14796488b11742e3aee70c02dc1d353a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.odu.edu%2fao%2foip%2fstudyabroad%2fresources%2ffunding.shtml
https://webmail.odu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=14796488b11742e3aee70c02dc1d353a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.odu.edu%2fao%2foip%2fstudyabroad%2fresources%2ffunding.shtml
mailto:womenctr@odu.edu



